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usually approaches more closely to the ideal than juristic
theory does, guided as the latter is almost wholly by a
balancing of individual interests. Theory bases political and
social institutions mainly on their utility to individuals. But
the sacrifices of which the individual is capable for social
and political ends, which are even demanded of him, can
neither be explained nor justified on the ground of indi-
vidual utility. Such faithfulness to duty as is shown by the
official who sacrifices the security of his private existence
for the public good, or by the soldier who gives his life for
his country, could never be reached by starting from the
point of view of individual interests, were it not for the fact
that behind the understanding with its motives there is the
idea of reason, telling us that the immediate material and
intellectual ends of society serve as means to an ideal end
of absolute value, before which the importance of the in-
dividual existence utterly vanishes.

4. MOTIVES OF REASON.

We shall include under the head of rational motives of
moral action all those which proceed frqpi the thought of
the ideal destiny of man. The nature of this thought is
such that it can be realised only approximately in conscious-
ness. It is a kind of prophecy, extending not only beyond
every given limit, but beyond every thinkable limit; and can
no more be pictured completely than the representation of
infinite time or infinite space, This is just what makes it an
idea and not a true representation. All that can be im-
mediately represented in consciousness is the direction in
which the moral life at a given moment must tend, if it is
to approach the ideal destiny. And this, in turn, can be
done only when the tendency is already present in the
motives of perception and understanding; hence all that is